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City Responds to Landslide in Marylhurst Area  
    
LAKE OSWEGO – Just after 1:00 a.m. this morning, City of Lake Oswego Fire personnel 
responded to a large landslide which appears to have originated from slopes above Green Bluff 
Drive in the Marylhurst area. A total of 20 homes along Woodhurst Place and Brookhurst 
Drive, and one home on Green Bluff Drive, were evacuated as a result of the landslide. 28 
people were evacuated and 5 transported to hospitals. The City’s Adult Community Center 
was opened to accommodate those families in need of shelter. 
 
Concurrently, the City is also responding to downed trees on Oak Street and a sewer overflow 
at Cardinal Drive. Due to these events, the City of Lake Oswego’s Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) was partially activated at 3:00 a.m. The City EOC, located at the Main Fire 
Station, was open and operational under Larry Goff, Emergency Manager. At 7:30 a.m. the EOC 
was deactivated, however, it remains on standby and will reopen if necessary. The City has 
coordinated with Clackamas County’s EOC for assistance and has hired a geotechnical 
company to evaluate the slide area. The City will continue to evaluate and monitor the site. 
 
“My first and deepest concern is for those injured in the landslide and those in the immediate 
area at the time of this incident,” said Mayor Judie Hammerstad.  “Our highest priority now is 
the safety of our first-responders and assessing conditions at the site of the slide in order to 
take appropriate actions, whatever those may be.” 
 
At this time, the landslide appears to have stabilized. Geotechnical professionals are currently 
conducting an investigation and evaluating apparent causes of the slide. They will also determine 
if further movement is likely at the site or if the slide can be stabilized.  
 
Residents are allowed to return to their homes for a maximum of 20 minutes to retrieve 
personal necessities, such as medicine. The site will continue to be evaluated by the 
geotechnical experts as debris is removed. Woodhurst Place and Green Bluff Drive will 
continue to be closed and people will not be allowed to permanently return into the area until 
after the final evaluation. In addition, City Building Inspectors will continue visiting all homes 
along Woodhurst and the nearby homes along Brookhurst to look for any signs of wall 
movement for retaining walls or the homes themselves. 
 

-more- 
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More information on when residents can return home is expected later this afternoon. For 
updates, please check the City website at www.ci.oswego.or.us or call Bonnie Hirshberger, 
Citizen Information Coordinator, at 503-675-3992.  
 
The City is also responding to other potentially dangerous situations the City including multiple 
downed trees on Oak Street. Because of the downed trees and a risk of a possible landslide, 
Oak Street is closed between Dyer Street and Hwy 43. This street will remain closed until 
geotechnical professionals have an opportunity to evaluate conditions and make 
recommendations to the City as to further hazard potential and remediation options.  
 
The heavy rains over the past two days have also contributed to a sewer overflow on Cardinal 
Lane. The City’s Maintenance Services have been working to keep this overflow contained.  
  
“Given the events over the past two weeks, our staff has done tremendous work in response 
to all of this, said Alex McIntyre, City Manager. “They are to be commended for a job well 
done. Our Public Works crews have been particularly challenged and we are working on 
providing them relief.” McIntyre also asked citizens to assist Police and Fire personnel by staying 
away from the slide area until it is reopened.  
 
City officials will continue to monitor these sites to determine the extent of risk to the public.  
Additional information will be provided as it becomes available. Please check the City’s website, 
www.ci.oswego.or.us, for updates.  
 
The City would like to remind citizens to not call 911 unless it is a life threatening emergency.  
 

### 


